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give the order through the nerves to the muscles to
record the observation. Dr. Holland had written on
"Mental Functions in their Relation to Time," which
title alone indicates a similarity in the studies of the
two men. Dr. Holland had also, in 1847, written
advocating the claims of Mr. Adams in regard to the
discovery of Neptune; and Professor Mitchel had
had a good deal to say on the same subject in his
" Sidereal Messenger." During the whole time of
the visit to London the two men were devoted to
each other.

Of course Mitchel lost no time in paying his
respects to his old friend Mr. Airy at the Royal
Observatory. A meeting of the British Association
for the Advancement of Science was held that spring
in London, which Professor Mitchel attended. He
was invited to dine at Greenwich, and two men in-
vited with him were of all others those he would
have the most curiosity to meet. They were M.
Leverrier and Mr. Adams, the two claimants for the
discovery of the planet Neptune.

Now commenced an effort of considerable impor-
tance to Professor Mitchel. He attacked Mr. Pea-
body most vigorously to induce him to purchase and
place all the three million securities he had for sale.
For three months he remained in London, making
constant pilgrimages to Mr. Peabody's little office in
" the city," never ceasing to expound to that eminent
banker the claims of the road he represented. Mr.
Peabody listened patiently to all he had to say, but
deferred action from day to day. It was an exciting
period to Mitchel. One day he came back from " the
city" to his hotel in Trafalgar Square and announced
the welcome news that Mr. Peabody had decided tod the difference in time required in two
